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what the vital and germinative elements of the
Romantic movement were. This is better than a
definition, for a definition is5 after all, apt to be little
more than another formula.
Let us probe the traditional antithesis of Classic and
Romantic.    I have begun by speaking of Romantic-
ism ; let me keep to it for the present; for, obviously,
if we understand what the one term stands for, the
meaning of the other may be deducible from it.    The
phenomena known as Romantic are amoebic and
elusive;  any definition we like to form has to be so
much tinkered to meet divergences from our norm
that it soon ceases to be a workable definition at all,
Moreover Romanticism means one thing in one land,
another in another.   With ourselves it is a very wide,
intangible thing, perhaps only a kind of negative of
Classicism;    the  word   Classicism  having   always,
indeed, been associated with a more definite creed in
our minds.    We frankly regard  Shakespeare as a
Romanticist, Scott as a Romanticist; but we like also
to speak of the great poetry of the Middle Ages as
Romantic.    Turning to Germany, we find another,
and much more restricted use of the term ; here the
word Romantic is applied to a phase of German poetry
virtually bounded by the close of the eighteenth
century and the French Revolution of July 1830.
At the same time, it should be noted that, in the many
recent studies of the period that have appeared in
Germany,1 there is a growing feeling that to restrict
the use of the word so narrowly is impracticable and
sterile.    The consanguinity—if I may use the word-—
of the Rousseau-inspired " Sturm und Drang "9 the
analogue of a great deal of our English Romanticism,
and the Romantic School in Germany has to be more
fully recognised than has been customary in the past,
In France the " Ecole romantique " has, admittedly,
little more than the name in common with the German
x 1 note as especially wide In its scope, G. Stefansky, Das W$$vn dsr
Jteffiantik, Stuttgart, 1923.

